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In appreciation of his able administration the British Government
conferred upon him the title of K.C.S.I. When this title was ceremoni-
ously conferred upon him before a large gathering in Madras, Lord
Napier spoke highly of him. In 1872, Madhav Rao resigned his post.
During his tenure he established an orderly government in place of mis-
rule, and thereby ensured security of life and property for the subjects.
He constructed huge and massive buildings, thus giving encouragement
to the artisans. He had many works of public utility executed and
promoted agriculture by reducing land revenue. But for Madhav Rao,
the State of Travancore would have been lost to the Maharaja. Madhav
Rao did for Travancore what Pericles did for Athens and Oliver Crom-
well for England. He was offered a seat in the Imperial Legislative
Council, but did not accept it.
A little later Maharaja Tukojirao Holkar of Indore1 requested the
British Government to give him an able Dewan. When the Government
offered the services of Madhav Rao, the Maharaja accepted them for
a period of two years. The most noteworthy work he did there was
the formulation of the Indore Penal Code. During the two years he held
office, he did many good things for the people and raised the State to
prosperity.
About this time Malhar Rao Gaekwar of Baroda had been deposed
for maladministration of the State, and the offer was made to Madhav
Rao of the post of Administrator of the State, which he accepted. Baroda
was then in a very perilous condition. Treachery, murder and rioting
were rampant everywhere. There was discord among the people, life and
property were unsafe, and a strong man was needed to restore peace and
order. The monopoly of collecting State revenues was vested in big Sardars*.
Money-lenders tyrannized over the people with the aid of the police. The
State was brimming over with intrigue and conspiracy, and there was no
end of lawlessness. But Sir Madhav Rao was not discouraged. He con-
ducted the administration ably. Troublesome intriguers were banished
from the State. The Sardars and the Sahukars* were deprived of their
monopolies, and the State revenue was placed on a sound footing. The
land revenue sepoys were withdrawn and assigned civil duties. The courts
of law were reorganised to ensure justice. Libraries were opened. Efficient
men were called in from Bombay and Madras and the standards of the
services raised. The narrow lanes in Baroda were demolished and burnt
down so that beautiful buildings could take their place. Gardens were
laid out and a museum was constructed. In this way, he went on for years
without any respite, introducing one reform after another. In 1882 the
British Government conferred upon him the title of Raja. In apprecia-
tion of his services the Maharaja Gaekwar gave him a gift of three
lakhs of rupees. From then on he lived in retirement as a private citizen.
lAn erstwhile Princely State, now merged in Madhya Pradesh
2 Chieftains, big landlords
3 Money-lenders